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Providing quantitative descriptions of phonological systems
with a focus on global Englishes

WHE N2 DR EE

This research expanded upon findings obtained from Kaken grant
(C)16K02776 in two major ways. First, it provided comparative data
on the phonological systems of 10 varieties of English by means of a
series of Functional Load (FL) analyses. In addition, it developed
and explored a research methodology that can be applied to the task
of characterizing phonological systems in the context of English
lingua franca. The results of these analyses have provided the field
with quantitative data that was not previously available.

WFAE Rl A D 4 2

The primary results of this research have been explained and
elaborated upon in three manuscripts:

Mergers and their consequences (published June 2022 DOI:

http://dx. doi. org/10. 13140/RG. 2. 2. 16424. 65288)
These analyses have made it possible to envision some of the
repercussions that mergers would have on the distribution of FL
among the vowel phonemes in 10 varieties of English. The research
questions guiding the discussion revealed certain trends across
varieties that had previously gone undocumented.

Usage-based visual representation of phonological systems

(published July 2022 ZBHINFEEFHENIIEE 155E L b H465)

The visual representations introduced in this manuscript have added
resolution to our understanding of the systemic relationships among
phonemic contrasts in a variety of ways. By including FL values in
the description,
change a particular merger would yield. It was observed that post—
merger outcomes vary depending on the direction of the merger. This

it has been possible to quantify the amount of

phenomenon had not been documented previously.

+ Vowel and consonant contrasts (published January 2023 &HEIKFEE
FHBEWEE (535 L 30k B475)

This manuscript provides a critical review of the steps taken by

Brown (1988) and Catford (1987) to create their FL rankings, the go-—

In

it presents FL rankings for vowel and consonant contrasts

to resources for second language pronunciation researchers.
addition,
for 10 varieties of English obtained from a modern, usage-based
corpus—driven study intended to replicate the work of Brown and

Catford (to the extent possible).
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Chomsky (2013,2015,2021) L.
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WHENZ (1) DEFERIRBLR DI OV T, B Ra)n b OFE

2B U CHlitis R B DO BRENZE W & B 2 SR O it-cleft 43 R & FHONIT B 52
L. MEEIREICBIT S [UAMHE ] (substitution) & [f14%iE ] (adjunction)
DENNEFRENROF IR T D Z L 25NN Lz, RSN it-cleft
53 5C Ll IRBIFRER I 351 D AR OFHIESC  wh AINEIPFE DIEN IO
THELKFHTEL LW RS b72b Lz, FoTiE, LT O T
AT L THRE LI ERFEH 202343 1)

+ Kitao, Yasuyuki (2023) “Subextraction and Freezing Effects in It-Clefts,”

I3ceimated #5160 #H, ZHIRFAANSCHERZERTIERT, pp. 1-35. (FEFEfT)
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