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(1) Back Roads to Far Towns (Corman, C & Kamaike, S., 1968)
(2) The Narrow Road to the Far North (Stock, D. & Britton, D., 1974)
(3) Narrow Road to the Interior (Hamill, S., 1991)
(4) Narrow Road to the Interior (Sato, H., 1996)
(5) The Narrow Road to Oku (Keene, D., 1996)
(6) Narrow Road to a Far Province (Britton, D., 2002)
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The Narrow Road to Oku

The months and days are eternal travelers. The years that come and go
are also travelers. Those who spend their lives on floating boats and those
who grow old leading horses live their whole lives travelling; life itself is a
journey. Many men of taste in the past died while travelling.

Blown by a wisp of cloud, for years, I have been unable to stop dreaming
of roaming about the world. I wandered the seacoast, and then last fall
returned to my tumble-down house on the river and swept away the old
cobwebs. Meanwhile, the year came to an end. As spring came with its
misty sky, I longed for crossing the Barrier of Shirakawa into Oku, possessed
by the travelers’ deity, and I could not concentrate on anything.

I mended a tear in my long underpants, replaced the cord on my sedge
hat, and burned moxa on my kneecaps to strengthen them. Directly after
those preparations for the journey, the moon of Matsushima rose to my mind.

I sold my hut to another and moved to Sampu’s guest house. Before I left
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my home, I composed a poem and hung in on a pillar:

Kusa no to mo / sumikawaru yo zo / hina no ie
Even a grass hut
may change the residents

into a doll’s house.

This became the first of an eight verse sequence.

AREFFEMEFRCBWTEELRFHTE S THY . HRICHLEVHICRD XD
BREEZITo, ETHE XTI, o LICEEEI ) & TKope: b~
Tl BEFEEE L THARBZ L - TWD, 20D, BRIZB W TTRIZE
DY RXL%EHEDEIELE L. "those who”Z %I L CH~_~H Wi, £/, ANEZ
DEDOBKOEIBREDTHDL EBRNLEHEOFTEN KB SN D K I "Life
itself is a journey.” & &R L 7=,

3—2. BAODHE
OFREANTEZRLESIC, AJORBEIEHS Y TROEE Y B, W T
o~y RO LEWO M, FITboEIE=Fo—icL T, AEDO AL %
ENTe, BKAAEFIZEL, ALEEZMICL T, HEOMMD T,
Moo piz, KOLEORETZDT, FIZHL I dLoMET5, H AL
A ELKEZHD LELRE, HFHOEIZH L SOENML L Z,
IO ENS LICEOBNE N !

The Barrier of Shirakawa

As days had passed longing for the Barrier of Shirakawa, I finally
reached there and felt my spirits settled into the journey. Now I understood
why Taira-no Kanemori had sought the means to “tell people in the capital
his deep emotions somehow” on passing through the Barrier of Shirakawa.
Shirakawa, one of the Three Great Barriers of the North, has attracted
people of taste. The treetops with green leaves truly gave me poetic

emotions, though I could almost hear the autumn winds as Noin heard, and
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almost see the maple leaves as Minamoto-no Yorimasa saw. Snow-white
deutzias in blooming, pure-white briers flowering aside, I felt as if I were
passing through this barrier in the snow. Takeda Taifu Kuniyuki in the old
days straightened his cap and dressed formal when he crossed this barrier,

Fujiwara-no Kiyosuke writes in the “Fukuro-Zoshi.”

Uno hana o/ kazashi ni seki no / haregi kana Sora

A spray of deutzia
adorned on my cap is

attire for the barrier. Sora

BEEITILF A MY T OIS, TR TLHHEOZEIC, Ao x A L] RN
Brx BRI EICHfRENT TV, TOAMMOREIZEWIZREZIX, o LR
REBW, BORDYICIIOLZIHICH D . Lo b 0 THIZ A D&KL A
KL, 2HLEEREZEEAT, BROMZRFA L, FITOEHTHEZL
s Z LIC X o THEMEEIANRBRNICTI2HERD L 0D, T b Dk
R HIRAOIFFAERT L O BH LI,

3—3. B

MZeSICleny, REFKREZE -0 L T, LEFE - 8%
B, HEIoEE2 ANT, LOF =8, Lo Ezs 5%, Bx0oHER
LT, OBOWERZHEL, STHLORKEICHE S AT _EIIHI R
D, —HILEAT, ElCbriAIllo6kb, A~5H0VRITLSH . W%
FTNRITE L, RO ERLHIZ, HEWRICKRE 2IEO T, Bz oSh
LBl tnITEL, HOKOEREL T, EANOELZIES, BITVOR DA
DEer L, RIWDHDREDL LI, BILOKRT, WOINDANEESD
Ol 2 R < & e,

Matsushima

It’s been said thousands of times but Matsushima is one of the most

picturesque places all over Japan, just as beautiful as Lake Dongting or West
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Lake in China. The bay is open to the South-east, seven miles across, brims
with the adverse tide just as The Qiantang River in Zhejiang Province,
China.

There are countless islands. Some rise high and point toward the sky,
and others lying low on the waves; some islands lie one upon another, and
others with three layers; some divide to the left, and others range to the
right; some islands carry islets on the backs, and others hold them in the
arms as if parents or grandparents caress their offspring fondly.

The green of pine trees is deep, and the branches are bent by the winds
from the sea. Though the shape of the pine trees is naturally made, some
look even artificially formed. The lovely scenery is profound and makes me
think of a beautiful woman who wears exquisite makeup. Is this place
Matsushima the work of Oyamazumi in the Age of the Gods? Who could

exactly capture in a painting or a poem the miraculous creation of God?

MEBOBEICENTIE, BRLFEINIELZ AL TV D HEN, RO
KoWTbHY, FARFICERONESZHL TWD, HEE THEE TPhEO
WA, THHL) A XTI #MA THD, S 61T THTLOM ) 1%, WiiLdE z ikt
MIBIZES TERIET) 2L T o,

3—4. ER

SROFE—EOPTIZL T, KMOBIT R 272I1CF Y, FH#EuhxH
BPICR Y T, @B Lo L KRS, Lo ICoITX, b BJIFEE & v il
LS K, KNIFFRDBZEED D T, BEO FICTRKMICED AL, FE
%N ERE, KAEERTT, MEB A2 S LB, B258Eh20,
BEHLHRETOTHOIMICZI LY W4 —HOH LR D, TEEN TS L |
WERICLTEHEEARALY) &, S LHE T, OIS ETHEZEE LFY
2l

HESIE L BNE DO

INDAENZHe B 2D D HED e 2R
N THEN LD ZHEAEST, BREI=FoBE2OZ L, BT ZAROMHE
i, —BEOLERZET, EEBRY OE T, KOERIZR SV, ©&OHR
FIHH T, BICHERZEDOHE LRI N& L, WEFICHAT, BE28BOT
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BREZ®E, BREETHoZEEEEI 2D,
HAROKEY O Z L Tt

Hiraizumi

The Fujiwaras’ glory of three generations was ephemeral. The ruins of
the great gate are two and a half miles before we came to this site. The
ruins of Hidehira’s mansion are now rice fields, and nothing but Kinkei-zan
remains its appearance as it was. First, we climbed up the hill Takadachi
and saw the Kitakami River, which is the larger river running from the
Nambu area. The Koromo River runs around Izumi Castle, flows down
through Takadachi, and pours into the Kitakami River. The ruins of
Yoshihira and others, beyond the Koromo Barrier, seem to protect the
entrance to the Nambu area against Yezo tribesmen. Even so, Yoshitsune
and the pick of his loyal retainers fortified this castle; however, his glory
lasted but a moment and turned into thick grass all around.

I thought how admirably Chinese poet Tu Fu put: The country fell, but
1ts mountains and rivers remain. Now spring has come to the ruined castle,
and the grass is verdant.

We sat on our bamboo hats and wept bitterly.
Natsukusa ya / tsuwamonodomo ga / yume no ato
Summer grass,
warriors made fight here,
is the remain of their dream.
Uno hana ni / Kanefusa miyuru/ shiraga kana
Blossoming deutzia

reminds me of Kanefusa

with white hair. Sora
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The two mail halls of Chusonji Temple that I'd heard of with wonder
were both open to the public. The Sutra Hall remains the images of three
generals of the Fujiwara dynasty, Kiyohira, Motohira, and Hidehira. The
Light Hall contains their coffins and the Buddhist trinity, the Mida, the
Kannon, and the Seishi. The seven precious things decorated the Light Hall
should have gone in the weather, the gem-studded doors torn by winds, and
the gilded pillars decayed by the frost and snow. The whole hall itself
should have reduced to a pile of rubble and turned into rank weeds: however,
to protect it from the weather, all sides were covered with walls and the roof
was tiled. Thus, it has been preserved a while longer as a memory of a

thousand years.

Samidare no / furinokoshite ya / Hikari-do

The May rain,
seems not to have rained except

around the Light Hall.

FROBIZENTE, TERBA T H Y ) LW ) HEEOEFFNEHK S L THR
P TWa7ed, BRICHTZVFPAZMOMLENRHDLLEEZXLNLD,

L ABEZMHOFHETHD THAMI 2V TIE, 24 E T Britton (2 X
% “June’s rainy days” X°> Keene |Z L % “the rains of spring” &, SREFIC L
DRBRDLERPDEHLLNTWVWD OO, HE 5 AHONZEXRT AW 138

DEFETHLILD, TNOLORADBEE THLINE I N—FEORMDP DB DL, £
ITCARMTIZ, HlerikAH s LT “the May rain” ERHITHZELEL7ZDT
» D,

3—5. IFAEF
IWESEICSEASFE S IUSEH Y, BEKRATOBHEEIZ LT, BRICIGER O HLH,
—HFREXL, ADT S HITKY T, BAEREY EoTiRL, HOM
LtERE»VH, HOELEERT, BOLICEPVES T, I EoRIZOIFTS,
Al AEQTLE L, RPERY, TAZVWTEHEELNZ, 5 Lokix R
ZMABT. MOEEZ 2T, RO, A2 E0T, LEEZHFEL, ERHE
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LLLTLTAHAITLSDARBIEFD,
PANSREIC LB AL O A

Ryushaku-ji

In Yamagata feudal domain, there is a temple called Ryushaku-ji, which
was founded by the Great Teacher Jikaku. The atmosphere is especially
pure and calm. People urged us to take a look at it, so we returned from
Obanazawa, about seven li away. The sun has not set yet. After reserving
pilgrims’ lodgings at the foot of the mountain, we climbed up to the temple on
the ridge. Boulders piled up on boulders form the mountain. Evergreen
trees such as pines and cypresses are aged. Ancient soils and stones are
covered with smooth moss. The doors of the temple buildings are all shut,
and not a sound can be heard anywhere. We followed the edge of the cliff,
crawled along the rocky stretch of a climb, and worshipped the Buddhist
temples. The extraordinary scenery stands tranquil, alone and forsaken,

which seems to make people’s soul perfectly purified.

Shizukasa ya /iwa ni shimiiru / semi no koe

How still it 1is,
the sound seeping into the stones,

a cicada is shrilling.

MAFORERICBWTEHREERLIOI, —RICbEI<Mbo THOF] O
MTHAHH, ZOMIZKENTZEIT =4 =4EI) THDHLTHORBIED
EHTHY, BAANC =4 =4] LHIZ2MIEZED LD RIGXFHRN
MEDOHFITRHED LB FEEZ ORI ICHBECTRIATL2ONNMEL 2D,
B TR E—HICE-2Th, ZHRRSEORRNAETH LM, A TIX
BWF TS ERERT “shrill” 2z, BEENENRSHELE SIND HAGE
THDLNUIEAARANOBROBEFICHT LA, LV EUICEL KFFETRIA
THENODIF, FBICRELELSNLIDPDZIZ, REDOFERLMbOND,
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3—6. &K

LK B Z RS LT ARBICHFTE2RL, MHOE LY HloF,
LWzEzx, 20, WS ZTa25ATHOBE+TRE, BEXs st #
BEREZRE B, WEEE L TRBO LN D, BMPICEELT THHX
)] LT, WEROMAXERRE, EOHRBIIEZVYAT, WORK L >
ZIFO,

Hog, RESENL T, HIAESLHICS LS5 RIC, 2B E 515,
EORKREICHEZ I T, ZHWMEOHEZ ESL0, LSO FEICHEHN
AE, THED E2 <) EXREALBOELR, HITEMORLEZ D Zd, {LEIC
HWEHY, MHFEEOHEL xS, F2THEkFLEES, LORIITEDY
LEWELENT, WhZR2FIZR, HOSFOFLICEL TERELETIL, R
mIROPIZRET, MICHLEM, RES s 2, HOBRHIHD) TILITH Y,
PRl BANE D RICRAEX T, KB X SEENIC,
WALIZHFEZ T, RITDBADUZHYZLEBS, [ILOME—HRITH0 ., FR
BIChLOT, XEARY, RBIIESMNLS, REIZH>5LMTL L, HL
SWICHELAZELIF AT, B ERLEFT LY,

GRS 250t
WP TR TR L

Kisakata

Having seen innumerable splendid scenes of rivers and mountains, sea
and land, I have an urge to see Kisakata. We left Sakata Harbor for the
northeast, crossed a mountain, went along the craggy seashore, and trod
through the sand: a distance of ten li. As the sun was setting, we reached
our destination. A blast of wind blew the sand off and a driving rain hazed
the sky dark, obscuring Mount Chokai. We groped in the dark. Imaging
the scene in the rain that lies before us would be an original taste, as an old
poet said so. Expecting the splendid scene after it clears up would be
wonderful as well. We took shelter from the rain in a fisherman’s thatched
hut and waited for the rain to cease.

The next morning, the sky cleared up. When the sun rose, we took a

boat for Kisakata. We first came alongside the Noin Island and visited the
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remains where Noin secludedly lived for three years. When landed on the
opposite shore, we saw an old cherry tree that reminded us of Saigyo, who
wrote:

Fishermen row their boats,

over the cherry blossoms.
Near the water is a grave, which they say is the Empress Jingu’s. The temple
here is called Kanmanju-ji. I had never before heard that the Empress
Jingu had visited here — I wonder why there is the grave here.

Sitting in the priest’s room, I rolled up the bamboo blind and viewed the
panorama of the lagoon Kisakata. To the south, Mount Chokai stands high
supporting the heaven, reflecting its image in the lagoon. To the west, the
road leads to the Muyamuya Barrier; to the east, the road along the
embankment leads far to Akita. To the north is the sea, the place where the
wave from the sea washes the inlet is called Shiogoshi. The inlet called
Kisakata is about one l1 in length and width, which resembles Matsushima,
but differs. While Matsushima seems to be smiling, Kisakata seems to have
a bitter feeling. With a feeling of loneliness and sorrow, the landform of

Kisakata looks like a beauty in torment with sorrow.

Kisakata ya / ame ni seishi ga / nebu no hana

Kisakata —
mimosas are wet in the rain, like

the beauty Xi Shi closes her eyes languidly.

Shiogoshi ya / tsuru hagi nurete / umi suzushi

Shiogoshi —
a crane’s legs are wetted in the shallow,

how cool the sea is!

RIEOFEICEBNT, EfE LTHPE - EKEROANL BT DR TS, #oD
EoXiL L THMONLWETH D, Mo PEGER X OEEZ 1T “Xi Shi”
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ThDHN, FRXOEMAIZIAOONTERHEORL S LV RIAT LI LEEZER L,
AR TiX “the beauty Xi Shi” ERTH L & L7z,

4. [B<DEFZE] BREEDEELEE

AAZRET DRITLICHON T, HEFENBEREOHKNDL TERS Hzic
HAGERGERE OGO HESROMRER AL S L3252 L AKIT. BF
b ok Nz D,

—HF T, ABRIOEFICIHIFMRARZICBNTIE, WS OO ENH 205
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ZLFETHZ L, ERAOER EORES O = SR T 65,

—Io, AEFEMEICERANRREAH O, BEE LT XA L WIREE
DHLTWD Z ERFEHELTHETOND, Fl2E TFE)] Tix, Hiro kick
EEzI>NX] L THFontb~TENVEZDLLSD ] B, —EZKLTAEIET D
FaRTHMNRIA LR -TEY, HRT LB, FABRFFOU X LE2#HRD
RWEOEBEETET D,

B, RXICHERPBEEZLFET 2R TH D, EHKIL, Tl - Pt H
KO, PTEHOGFMICH TS 2 A4, 4 BEEFR E O — % Ll (2 2
RAATVWDLEHDOTHD, IRE] OBICH T 2FEOEBM NRE] TFEW ).
(2K ORICHTLS 2P EOELR Tl 2RETH D, AIEMDLIL LK
Rk, M@ AoZHEL L TEBERBLE N TV EFERTH-oTH, BIEDOH
RIZHoTINHLOERIT, REZEDETCORENFAKICHELAEDE TS
LIEFEEARY, ZOD, TNLDERKICHONT, ERIXOFICE D TRR
TRENEI D, EKEZEDLONIEFICHETH 5,

HR-EHWXFLLEDONIEAOEROELSTHD, RXDOTL
L HOVXRAEEFELANL, BERAE UM CEXI2REOE L BE2KR
RADLZEF, ERARFEFERENEITICHEM RN ERIND, &6

AR OFEFEOFMEIL. BARO LT FHIE & 222 5 30 BE - ATEE O
~ORBNOIEFICRAEZ/HTLHEERAD D, Hlz1E TFE] T ITORDOF]
% Tadoll’shouse). *FR) o= Yot % Tdeutzia] & L7228, B7-L
TINETOEWERTIZIFEOFTHOCBRE +ICKRBTHZ N TETND
DL LI EERNDLERD D,
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