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(Summary)

Anime is a popular gateway for learning about Japanese culture and language, but it has clear
limitations as a learning tool. While watching anime can help viewers pick up vocabulary and memorable
phrases, it is not effective for understanding Japanese grammar, which has many important rules.

For instance, Japanese sentence structure differs greatly from English, with verbs typically placed at
the end. Anime dialogue is often informal, which may confuse learners, since real Japanese
communication requires careful attention to politeness levels. You shouldn't use the personal pronoun
“anata (=you)” directly when talking to someone. Furthermore, Japanese includes particles and
expressions that have no direct English equivalents. It must be difficult to grasp these rules through anime
alone.

Some anime genres also use peculiar or exaggerated expressions that does not reflect everyday
Japanese. Historical anime, for example, may include archaic words which are not used in modern
conversation. Anime rarely teaches viewers how to use keigo, the complex system of polite speech needed
in many social situations.

Although subtitles may help learners associate sounds with meanings, they do not teach reading or

writing skills, which are essential for full language ability.

(Opinions)

Watching Japanese anime in the original Japanese can have benefits when you learn Japanese.

First of all, using subtitles makes it possible to see the relationship between spoken and written
language, which is a big advantage for learners. Because Japanese uses three writing systems - hiragana,
katakana, and kanji. It can be difficult for learners to consider which system to be used for a given
expression. Subtitles do not always reflect everything, but they can solve this problem to a certain extent.

It is certainly true that you need to be careful about using honorific language and the unique
expressions used in historical works, but rather than worrying too much about it, it is also possible to
learn by simply using the language and correcting it in actual conversation.

For example, if a learner asks a Japanese native speaker a question % 9 TZ ¥ %2> ? (Sou de
gozaru-ka?), the Japanese speaker will find it strange, and want to point out that this is an archaic
expression. However, it is still understandable, and it could lead to a further conversation about anime
or the Japanese language.

The important thing is to be aware of the points mentioned in the passage, while also remembering




the positive aspects, and to actively use Japanese as much as possible. This way, anime works can be of

great help in learning Japanese.
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