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Dominus in hoc sancto suo mirabilis est, quem eo magpnificentius glorificat quo mirabilius

evangelizat. Bt ut tantz majestati non tam temere quam timide, salvo illo singulari primatu """t TTToTTTTTmmTTommmommmm s

tuo qui omnibus praest, loquor, nullo expectato superiore mandato, martyris palmam martyrii

gloria mox subsequi debuisset, etsi tyrdom nullum fuisset visibilis signi testimonium.

Adapted from Materials for the History of Thomas Becket,
Archbishop of Canterbury (Canonized by Pope Alexander III, AD 11 73),
edited by James Craigie Robertson, Longman, 1875.
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When producers and readers share aspects of the same culture, texts are more easily decoded or understood.

However, not every reader is going to take (or make) identical meanings from the same text. Depending upon

their own cultural positioning, different people may decode texts in different ways — sometimes minutely

different, sometimes greatly so. Readings that decode a text in accordance with how it was encoded are said

to be (ydominant readings. On the other side of the spectrum are (oppositional readings, which actively

question the ideological assumptions encoded in a text. Most readings lie somewhere in between these two

extremes. (3Negotiated readings resist some aspects of what has been encoded, but accept others. Frequently,

members of minority groups have social standpoints that differ from those encoded in mainstream texts, and

sometimes this allows such individuals to perform readings that are more regularly negotiated or oppositional.

In most cases, Hollywood filmmakers don’t want moviegoers to question the politics of their films.

@Hollywood promotes its films not as political tracts but as mindless escapism, and an audience member who

accepts that tenet will rarely be alert to the cultural and ideological assumptions that the films encode and

promote. (One should remember that ideology is often most effective when it goes unnoticed.) The fact that

Hollywood films are generally understood as mere entertainment (without political significance) is itself an

ideological assumption, (sjone| that denies the importance of image studies and therefore represents white

patriarchal capitalist film practice as neutral, natural, and inevitable.

Used with permission of John Wiley & Sons, from America on film-
representing race, class, gender, and sexuality at the movies,

L (D~ D WTAEICH » T BAECHAw X, by Harry M. Benshoff, Sean Griffin, 2009.

(1)
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