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{ allow, change, disappoint, exist, expect }
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{ actually, almost, completely, faster, frequently }
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{ at, by, on, to, without }
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| stable, changing, complete, fixed }
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In the conversation below, a foreign exchange student, Julia, and a Japanese university
student, Aiko, discuss Japan’s ranking in the World Economic Forum’s 2025 Global Gender

Gap Report.

Julia: T'm always surprised when Japan ranks so low on the annual Gender Gap Report.
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Aiko: (1)
Julia: (2)
Aiko: (3)
Julia: 4)
Aiko: (5)
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Julia: As usual, in terms of education and health, there was near gender equality in Japan.
So that’s good.

Aiko: What about economic participation?
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Julia: (6)
Aiko: (7)
Julia: (8)
Aiko: 9)
Julia: 10
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Aiko: You would think so, right? But there are still some serious barriers that prevent

women from gaining true equality in Japan.



Actually, I just read a newspaper story about that. It said women still feel it’s hard to
look after their families while working in politics.

If that’s the reason, then it sounds like traditional gender roles in Japan are preventing
women from fully participating in society.

Not me. If there are so few women in Japanese politics, then the score will never improve.
Exactly. And how did Japan rank in other categories?

Why do you think Japanese women generally avoid such a career?

That makes sense. I've heard there has been a slight increase in the number of senior
managers, too. But I'm guessing this category is still low compared to other countries.
This year’s report noted an improvement in that category. One reason is that there was
an increase in the number of women in the workforce.

I think we need more creative solutions to improve Japan’s ranking in both the economic
participation category and the politics category.

That’s the hard part. But I think if women are performing equally in the education
category, more equality in these two categories should soon follow.

You're right. Japan still ranked 112" out of the 148 countries in economic participation,

even after the improvements.
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1 BRI RERZZTTI DA%,

The { a, dog, her, makes, mere, of, sight | afraid.

M 2 IENATHITT WL ) LAELRFNCK 2 -T2,

He built a house { an, in, is, there, inconvenient, place, no, where | bus service.

B 3 CORIIERUFNIZEV,-EORE D EIRS TS,

{ book, unlike, has, is, before, anything, this, he, written }.

Ml 4 KREDOZDIHREMMY ICEZITHEL I EDRTE LD o7,

{ get, it, the heavy, made, us, to, snowstorm, for, impossible | there on time.

Ml 5 WRIIEAANCENEE 2 LTTHILIZL T,

She { of, a, she, doing, light exercises, makes, before, goes to bed, point }.
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