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1. Young male chingolos sing unique melodies of two to four introductory notes and a
final trill. They learn these songs from adult male chingolos from October to February,

and this song learning process takes about three months after birth. The songs



learned by young birds combine the family song with the population’s one. The song’s
purpose is to attract the female and protect the chingolo’s territory. Chingolos learn
the songs by imitating an acoustic model, but they are silent from February to July.

Finally they start vocal practice again in September.

2. An Argentine research team created synthetic copies of birdsongs that had vanished
and played these songs to chingolos during the birds’ critical sensory period from
October to February. They used a robotic tutor to play songs to the chingolos, songs
that they revived from the 1960’s thanks to written notes made on chingolo songs by

an ornithologist named Fernando Nottebohm.

3. Researchers went to a park in Buenos Aires between 2020-2023 and recorded chingolo
melodies; then they compared them with synthetic songs they created using
ornithologist Fernando Nottebohm’s notes on chingolo songs from the 1960’s. They
trained a neural network to identify which of these artificially created songs from the
past were still being sung decades later and found that some songs had disappeared

but that three songs were still being sung.



